USDBF/IDBF Update

June 14, 2005

Jeff Campbell

Here is an update on what is going on nationally and internationally as I know it.  

US Nationals

The 2006 US Nationals were awarded to Tampa, Florida.  (see press release).  Gary Carstens flew down to Tampa on Wednesday for the Announcement Press Conference.  The selection was completed on time in May and the Tampa organizers (Tampa Bay International Dragon Boats, Inc.) were notified but we delayed our announcement at their request so that they could plan a big announcement ceremony that would provide better attention for the event.  The announcement was pushed back to June because Tampa was awarded the 2009 NFL Super Bowl recently and they were worried that our announcement would get lost in the shadow.

As the US Nationals Coordinator I performed the site analysis at their April event and I have to admit I was very, very impressed by their event. The Tampa people are planning on pulling out all of the stops to make this event even more spectacular than Fort Dodge.  I will be working with them over the next 14 months on all aspects of the event.  One major change will be the expansion of the event.  The USDBF really wants to reach out to ALL teams, not just the elite clubs.  We are working to include racing classes for all levels in Tampa, not just the existing IDBF divisions.   We want all teams to be comfortable attending and know that they will be competing against teams of similar ability.  One lesson learned last year is that teams don’t want to travel to get their ‘backsides’ kicked by the elite teams.   I hope to have an outline of the event completed by mid-July that will show all of the potential divisions and racing classes.  

Tampa is a wonderful destination and the community is very excited about dragon boating.  The event is scheduled for August 25-27, 2006.  Yes, we know it’s hot in Florida in August.  It’s hot here in New Hampshire and everywhere else in August.  There’s plenty of A/C in Florida and there will be plenty of shade and ice on hand.  Yes, we know that hurricanes occur in Florida.  They happen all along the East Coast, not just Florida.  I’m told Boston is overdue for one, but I’m not going to worry about it until it actually hits here.  The organizers will have contingency plans for severe weather and in the unlikely event that a hurricane does impact the races we will work together on the alternatives.  The bottom line is money.  As everyone knows, dragon boaters are very price sensitive.  In order to get acceptable room rates and airfares we need to hold the event during the ‘off’ season.  The host hotel, the Tampa Waterside Marriott, is literally on the race course.  In August we are trying to get room rates under $100 (79-99) and if the event were held in October these rooms would be 230 to 350 dollars.  It’s a VERY nice hotel!  There is an Wyndham hotel across the channel and an Embassy Suites is being built right now across the street from the Marriott.  There are fantastic restaurants and lots of entertainment options all within walking distance.  Tampa is very family friendly and the organizers are working hard to provide options above and beyond the great racing so that there will be something for everyone!  Tampa representatives will be at several of the major races in North America this year, including Welland, to talk to the teams about the event.  If you get the chance, hit their website, www.tampabaydragonboats.com and check out their video.  It’s my hope that instead of the 12 clubs (and 30 crews) we had last year that we will have over 100 crews in Tampa.  Yes, it will be THAT GOOD!

NACCC’s

Still scheduled for August 26-28 in Welland and I have nothing new to report.  We are still encouraging all crews who are interested in competing next year (Toronto World Club Crew Championships, August 11-13, 2006) to go to Welland to lock up a berth.  The USDBF will be awarding two entries in each racing class in Welland, which more than doubles your chance of going to Toronto.  I understand it’s a great venue and it should be a fun weekend of racing.  The USDBF will have an officiating crew in Welland and we encourage any of the up and coming officials who need more experience to volunteer.

World Championships

We are getting closer to Berlin.  Most of the Team USA crew selections are complete.  There are still opportunities for clubs and teams to participate in Berlin.  In addition to the World Championships for national teams there will be at least two other events where club, corporate and community teams may enter.   The First World Corporate and Community Championships are July 29-20 (the weekend before the World Championships) and the Berlin International Races will be held as part of the European Championships August 6 and 7.   Corporate and Community teams are encouraged to do both events.  See the website for more information:  www.dragonboat2005.de  These events are open to all USDBF members and you don’t need our permission to go, just contact the German organizers and go!

Team USA Selection

It’s no secret that the USDBF is looking at new ways to select the national team for world championships.  We relaxed the 2/3 rule for Germany hoping that giving the coaches more leeway in selecting their crews will turn into more medals.  Many USDBF officers and officials will be in Berlin observing the process.   I am planning on meeting with interested coaches and paddlers in Germany to start the discussion process.  What we hope to do is put together a plan that works for everybody and present it to the USDBF Board in October.  One potential plan would be to stop selecting entire club crews and move to selecting individuals.  Another plan being considered is to use the US Nationals to select the coaches and let the coaches form their own crews.  We will be looking for input in August and September, after most of the racing is done for the year.  So, if you have any great ideas work them out now and send them to me after Berlin.  

Restrictions

One rumor that is floating around is that paddlers on National Teams will be restricted from entering other events.  There is some talk of this happening, but it has not been formalized.  The problem is some countries, specifically Eastern European countries, are using their national teams (like Team USA) at IDBF club events.  It’s not a big surprise that these national team “Super Crews” are dominating at the club crew level.  In order to level the playing field there is talk about limiting the number of elite paddlers that a crew can roster at IDBF club events.  I don’t know what the number would be, most likely five or less, but it shouldn’t impact our clubs much nationally. The current super powers would be affected, but just about everyone else here would benefit.  If we adopt the format here, it would limit the formation of super crews.  For example, let’s use Tampa next year.  If we want to exclude super crews we could do one of two things.  We could take the rosters from Berlin and tell everyone that they can only have a fixed number of people who paddled in Berlin on their Tampa roster, OR we could impose a geographic limit on crews meaning that they could only draw from paddlers within a certain distance of their home city.  Either of these limits would prevent super crews and level the playing field.  There are many things that have to be taken into consideration so don’t get upset about this yet.  Right now it’s still in the rumor stage and we will communicate with our members if it starts moving forward.  

One restriction that we have not removed is the 2/3 rule for World Club Crews.  The USDBF expects all member clubs to take essentially the same crew they used for qualifying to the World Club Crew Championships.  We do not want clubs to use their “A” team to qualify when they know that it will be a “B” or “C” crew that goes to Toronto.  It is certainly unfair to the teams that do not qualify to see a team they could have beaten take their spot at the World’s.  We understand that teams qualify a year in advance and it is hard to keep 26 people together for a whole year.  That is why we allow up to 8 changes.  PLEASE do not attempt to qualify using people that you KNOW will not be able to go to Toronto.  We will be asking the Regions to enforce this rule and have the winners at the regional level (and at Welland) sign statements agreeing to follow the 2/3 rule.  

Grand Masters and new divisions

The IDBF is looking at breaking down the Senior Division into sub divisions.  Senior A would be over 40, Senior B would be over 50 and Senior C would be over 60.  The USDBF along with Dragon Boat Canada and our friends in Australia have been pushing to get the Senior B division approved formally.  Senior B, what we have been calling Grand Masters, will be represented on Team USA in Berlin.  We are not sure if they will be racing in a true Senior B racing class or if they will be lumped in with the Senior A crews, but at least three nations sent crews.  Because the approval happened very late we did not use the normal crew selection process.  The USDBF will move forward next year with the Grand Master racing class in the hopes that it will be formally adopted by the IDBF.  We are planning on making Grand Masters part of whatever team selection process we adopt going forward.  If we use our current format, the club that wins their Grand Master racing class in Tampa will be on Team USA.  If we use a new format then that process will decide how all crews are selected, including GM.   One thing we were very disappointed in was the movement of BCS from the World Championships to the World Corporate and Community Championships.  The USDBF fully supports the BCS division and we intend to continue to offer BCS racing.  Look for some exciting news about BCS racing in Tampa.  I know they’ve got big plans for BCS next year.  

